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Problem:  It is common in the real world to see mathematical examples where the cents sign was used when the dollar sign was supposed to be used.  Converting and comparing decimals and fractions can help clear up this misconception.  Two real coupons clipped from the Sunday paper coupon section are included in this activity.  

Discussion: 
1.	An example frequently seen by students involves 0.99¢ burger specials on local marquees.  Can you really buy a burger for ¢?  What does that mean?
Fill in the blanks.
 of a whole dollar = $ _____ =  _____ ¢

2.	[image: ]

What is wrong with this coupon?  What corrections would you make to this coupon?

Fill in the blanks.
$ 0.55 = ______ ¢ =  of a whole dollar


3.	[image: ]
What is wrong with this coupon?  What corrections would you make to this coupon?  If your local grocery store doubles coupons, what would be your discount for this coupon?

4.	Can you find another example of the misuse of the cents versus dollar sign in the real world?  (There are many of them out there!)
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CONSUMER: One coupon per purchase. Good only on product indicated.
Consumer pays any sales tax. Void if copied, sold, exchanged or transferred.
RETAILER: Redeem on terms stated for consumer upon purchase of product
indicated. ANY OTHER USE CONSTITUTES FRAUD. If submitted in compliance
vith Pinnacle Foods Corp.'s Coupon Redemption Policy (copies available upon
request), you will be reimbursed face value plus 8¢. Mail to: PINNACLE
FOODS CORP., CMS DEPT. #54100, ONE FAWCETT DRIVE, DEL RIO, TX
78840. Failure to produce on request invoices proving purchase of stock cov-
ering coupons may void all coupons submitted. Void if taxed, restricted, prohib-
ited or presented by other than retailers of our products. Cash value 1/100¢.
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